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\O Los Angeles County Child Care Planning Committee
(\ Minutes: April 1, 2009 Location: Glendale Unified School District
\ 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. Professional Development Center

319 North Central Avenue
Glendale, CA 91203

Members in Attendance: (32) Rocio Bach, Darlene Cabrera, Noreen Clark, Ancelma Sanchez, Peggy
Sisson, Bobbie Edwards, Gay Macdonald, Atalaya Sergi, Pamela Kwok, Joy Cyprian, Alan Guttman, Carol
Hiestand for Kathleen Pompey, Wilma Kiel, Holly Reynolds, Nellie Rios Parra, Corrine Sanchez, Lucy
Fitzpatrick, Sylvia Parra, Rosa Arevalo, Darlene Cabrera, Holly Daasnes, Michael Ladjevic, Pat Mendoza,
Patti Oblath, Nurhan Pirim, Sarah Soriano, Jenny Trickey, Patrice Wong, Anita Tetrault, Julie Taren, JoOAnn
Shalhoub-Mejia, and Ofelia Medina for Angelica Solis

Guests and Alternates: Fran Chasen, Edilma Serna, Lorraine Gutierrez, Fiona Stewart, Mayra Martinez,
Ezequiel Castro, Kathy Schreiner, Moira Inkelas, Mary Helen Vazquez, Sam Kirk, Karla Pleitez, Susie
Chavez, Erika Carmona, Pam Schmidt, and Sarah Stegemoeller

Staff: Laura Escobedo
I. Welcome and Introductions

Holly Reynolds, Chair, opened the meeting at 12:13 p.m. She welcomed the group and read the
opening statement. She asked all in attendance to introduce themselves.

II. Approval of Minutes from March 4, 2009 Meeting
The Chair called for a motion to approve the minutes from the March 4, 2009 meeting.
Noreen Clarke moved to approve; Bobbie Edwards seconded the motion. The vote was
called; motion was approved, with one abstention.

. Office of Child Care Update

Laura Escobedo made two brief announcements. The first was that the California Preschool Energy
Efficiency Program (CPEEP) program has been funded by Southern California Edison (SCE) to help
pay for upgrades to child care facilities to reduce ongoing energy expenses. Brochures were
available on the table with contact information. Ms. Escobedo also informed the group that budget
trailer bill (2009-10) language includes the elimination of the sunset provision related to Los
Angeles’s County’s authorization to include participants in family child care home education
networks and non-California Department of Education (CDE)-contracted programs (centers and
family child care homes) serving a majority of children subsidized by CDE in the Investing in Early
Educators Stipend Program. If it remains in the budget bill and is passed, our local stipend program
will remain open to a broader group of early childhood teachers and family child care providers.

IV. Approval of Request by Plaza Community Center to Expand Services to New Zip Code Area
Alan Guttman, Co-chair of the Strategic Planning and Needs Assessment Work Group introduced
the request form Plaza Community Center to add new zip codes to their current service area in
order to better utilize new general child care funds they have received from the California CDE. The
Work Group had reviewed the information related to the request and verified that all zip codes but
one were Priority 1 areas for all age groups; the exception was the Monterey Park zip code, which is
a Priority 1 zip code for infants only. The Work Group recommended approval of the request.

Peggy Sisson moved to approve the recommendation of the Work Group; the motion was
seconded by Corrine Sanchez. Motion passed with no abstentions.



V. Lobbying For Non-Profits

Sarah Stegemoeller of Public Counsel Community Development Projects presented a brief lesson
on limitations and opportunities involved in becoming active in the public policy arena. Her
information applies specifically to non-profit organizations (501(c)3 designations with the Internal
Revenue Service (IRS)). The first amendment right to freedom of speech applies to non-profits;
however, the IRS has limited the amount of public policy/advocacy activity. “No substantial part of
the activities of this corporation shall consist of carrying on propaganda or otherwise attempting to
influence legislation, and this corporation shall not participate in or intervene in any political
campaign (including the publishing or distribution of statements on behalf of, or in opposition to, any
candidate for public office).”

Ms. Stegemoeller said the weight is on the phrase “no substantial part...” There are federal rules
that define what is meant by “no substantial part”; there are also State and, perhaps, local rules
related to how activities are reported. A 501(c)3 organization must file 990 forms annually with the
IRS. These forms include sections that describe any lobbying activity in order to verify the “no
substantial part”. Organizations should not be afraid of advocacy or lobbying as long as they
maintain the limits. An organization can look at the totality of all its work and activities and then
determine what portion of effort is devoted to lobbying (should be less than 5%); or can file a 501(h),
the “H” election. This is a report that indicates how much money has been spent on lobbying efforts.
The amount of money would consider staff time, materials, etc. Lobbying that is not reportable
includes spending less than $1000 to urge a yes or no vote on something

There are two kinds of lobbying: direct and grassroots. Direct involves approaching the decision
makers with your opinions; grassroots lobbying is directed at the general public with a “call to
action”. Advocating for or against a ballot measure is considered direct lobbying since the general
public is the decision maker. Lobbying is essentially any form of communication about legislation
that includes a call to action. It can include fliers, mailers, conversations, meetings, billboards, etc.

According to the California Political Reform Act, the Fair Political Practices Commission
(www.fppc.ca.gov), an organization must disclose activity when it has reached a certain threshold
($1000). Less than the threshold does not have to be reported. This requirement allows the public
to know where support for ballot measures, etc is coming from. Some activities can be called
“public education” if there is no call to take action. Materials that provide a non-partisan, pro/con
analysis without a call to vote one way or the other are exempt from reporting.

A few things to remember:

e Don't allow your organization to be the intermediary between donors and a ballot campaign.

e Government funding can never be used to do lobbying even if the amount is “not
substantial”.

¢ Non-profit groups can spend up to $500 to hold a fundraiser for a campaign as long as the
source of the money is from outside fundraising.

e Staff can participate in committee work related to legislation advocacy for no more than 9.9%
of their time.

e If the organization produces a newsletter for its members, they can take positions in
newsletter articles.

VI. Early Developmental Screening and Intervention (EDSI) Strategic Partnership
Moira Inkelas of UCLA Center for Healthier Children, Families, and Communities spoke about the
EDSI Project, which is funded through First 5 LA to promote early identification of developmental
issues in children 0 to five years old years among pediatricians and child care providers. Prior to the
start of this project, only about 30-50% of developmental problems were identified before a child
started elementary school. This project hopes to promote healthier development in children and
prevent developmental and behavioral problems by intervening early on.



http://www.fppc.ca.gov/

By working with both doctors and child care providers to introduce effective screening tools, EDSI
hopes to create a reliable system for recognition and response in primary care practices and early
care and education settings. Child care participants will include centers participating in the Steps to
Excellence Project (STEP) in the Mar Vista and Pacoima areas, family child care networks in these
areas, Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) sites, and Head Start programs. Goals for the
child care participants include building capacity to engage and communicate with parents about
development and behavior; acting as part of a community system that supports parents in taking
their concerns and screening results to a doctor; gaining support from community resources; and
achieving more value from tools/processes that are already in use within the setting.

The project is starting with a small group. There were 12 child care participants last year and this
year they will expand to include 12 more.

The Membership and Policies Work Group reminded attendees that applications for 2009-10

Sylvia Parra announced a walk-a-thon for cancer victims to be held on July 11 and 12, 2009. She

Wilma Kiel reminded everyone that the South Central Training Consortium is holding their 17"

Holly Daasnes reminded everyone that State employees are still being furloughed two days per
month although offices are no longer closed on Fridays. Temporarily, she will be the only
Community Care Licensing (CCL) advocate for all of California until CCL hires another person to

The Southern California Association for the Education of Young Children’s conference is
Renuzit Crystal Air freshener kit is a product that can be dangerous for children. The product looks

like small, colorful pieces of candy. It may be too attractive for children and is a health risk.

Dia De Los Nifios will be held April 25, 2009 at Belvedere Park. There will be many activities for

VIl. Planning Committee Membership Recruitment
membership will be due on May 4, 2009.
VIII. _Announcements and Public Comment
had butterfly pins for donations to the cause.
annual conference on April 17, 2009 and that they have sold out.
handle Northern California.
May 16, 2009 in Glendale.
children.
IX. Adjournment

Wilma Kiel moved to adjourn the meeting. The Chair adjourned the meeting at 1:50 p.m.



